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Common Name: Barn Swallow
Scientific Name: Hirundo rustica

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Threatened

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of Environment will undertake
consultations with the governments of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Newfoundland and
Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Yukon and Northwest Territories, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife
Management Board, the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board, the Gwich'in Renewable Resources Board, the Wildlife
Management Advisory Council - Northwest Territories, the Nisga'a Wildlife Committee, the Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
Coordinating Committee, the Wildlife Management Advisory Council - North Slope and the Wek'eezhii Renewable Resources
Board, Aboriginal peoples, stakeholders, and the public on whether or not the Barn Swallow should be added to the List of
Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at Risk Act as Threatened. The Minister of the Environment will forward
the COSEWIC assessment of the Barn Swallow to the Governor in Council upon completion of consultations.

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This is one of the world’s most widespread and common landbird
species. However, like many other species of birds that specialize on a diet of flying insects, this species has experienced very
large declines that began somewhat inexplicably in the mid to late 1980s in Canada. Its Canadian distribution and abundance
may still be greater than prior to European settlement, owing to the species’ ability to adapt to nesting in a variety of artificial
structures (barns, bridges, etc.) and to exploit foraging opportunities in open, human-modified, rural landscapes. While there have
been losses in the amount of some important types of artificial nest sites (e.g., open barns) and in the amount of foraging habitat
in open agricultural areas in some parts of Canada, the causes of the recent population decline are not well understood. The
magnitude and geographic extent of the decline are cause for conservation concern.

Occurrence: British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Yukon, Northwest Territories

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment
Minister responsible for the Parks Canada Agency

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Newfoundland and Labrador
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Prince Edward Island
Yukon
Northwest Territories

Applicable federal legislation: This species is protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. When the species is
found within national parks of Canada or other lands administered by the Parks Canada Agency, it is protected or managed
under the Canada National Parks Act or through measures or management tools available to the Parks Canada Agency under
other legislation. Where it occurs in a National Wildlife Area this species is subject to the Wildlife Area Regulations under the
Canada Wildlife Act, which prohibits activities that could be harmful to species and to their habitat, unless a permit is issued
indicating the permitted activity.

http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/sar/listing/listing_e.cfm

