Response Statement - Peacock Vinyl Lichen

December 8, 2011

Common Name: Peacock Vinyl Lichen
Scientific Name: Leptogium polycarpum

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Special Concern

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of the Environment will forward
the COSEWIC assessment of the Peacock Vinyl Lichen to the Governor in Council within three months. The Minister of
Environment will consult with the government of British Columbia, Aboriginal peoples, stakeholders, and the public on whether or
not the Peacock Vinyl Lichen should be added to the List of Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at Risk Act
as Special Concern .

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This jellyskin lichen, endemic to western North America, reaches
the limit of its northern distribution in Canada where it is known from only 13 locations in the coastal forests of south western
British Columbia with one isolated location in Haida Gwaii. This lichen grows on deciduous trees, especially Bigleaf Maple and
Red Alder. Almost 1000 individuals of this lichen are known but confined to only 67 trees. In addition to stochastic events, threats
to this sensitive lichen include air pollution from industrial and agricultural activities, forestry and associated infrastructure as well
as seasonal drought due to climate change.

Occurrence: British Columbia

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment
Minister responsible for the Parks Canada Agency

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
British Columbia

Applicable federal legislation: When the species is found within national parks of Canada or other lands administered by the
Parks Canada Agency, it is protected or managed under the Canada National Parks Act or through measures or management
tools available to the Parks Canada Agency under other legislation.


http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/sar/listing/listing_e.cfm

