
Response Statement - Lake Huron Grasshopper
January 11, 2017

Common Name: Lake Huron Grasshopper
Scientific Name: Trimerotropis huroniana

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Threatened

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of the Environment will forward
the COSEWIC assessment of the Lake Huron Grasshopper to the Governor in Council as soon as possible following completion
of the normal consultation period and analysis as appropriate. During the normal consultation period, the Minister of Environment
will consult with the government of Ontario, Indigenous Peoples, stakeholders, and the public on whether or not the Lake Huron
Grasshopper should be added to the List of Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at Risk Act as Threatened.

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This globally rare grasshopper is endemic to the Great Lakes
region of Ontario, Michigan, and Wisconsin where it is restricted to dunes along the shores of lakes Huron, Michigan, and
Superior. In Canada, it is known from 11 dune sites: one location on the east shore of Lake Superior, and seven on Lake Huron
at the south shore of Manitoulin Island and Great Duck Island. Formerly, it occurred at three additional sites on Lake Huron but
these subpopulations appear to have become extirpated in the 1990s, likely as a result of residential and commercial
development combined with intensive recreational use which damaged much of the dune habitat. While recreational use by
pedestrians and off-road vehicles continue to threaten some dunes, other sites have undergone recent improvements under dune
stewardship programs. Additional threats to dune environments include invasive plants and changes in lake levels related to
climate change, natural cycles, or lake level management.

Occurrence: Ontario

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
Ontario

https://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=E0F272D5-1

