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Common Name: Nodding Pogonia
Scientific Name: Triphora trianthophoros

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Endangered

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The above assessment confirms the
classification of the Nodding Pogonia which is already on Schedule 1, the List of Wildlife Species at Risk. This species will thus
remain on the List as Endangered and activities will continue to be undertaken in a manner consistent with the purposes, and
according to the timelines identified in, the Species at Risk Act.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This small showy orchid of rich woodland soils undergoes variable
periods of dormancy. In Canada, this species is known from only two populations in southwestern Ontario, one of which has not
been observed in more than 20 years. About 1400 flowering stems were documented at one site in 2008 during a year of high
rainfall, in contrast to a decade previously when the Canadian population was documented as consisting of only 50 individuals.
Although grazing by deer has been reduced, invasive plants have contributed to a loss in habitat quality and exotic earthworms
are likely the cause of the reduction of the organic layer of the forest floor. Chance events could also impact the population.

Occurrence: Ontario

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment

Conservation activities underway: A National Recovery Team has been put in place and a recovery strategy for the Nodding
Pogonia (Triphora trianthophoros) is under development.


