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Common Name: King Rail
Scientific Name: Rallus elegans

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Endangered

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The above assessment confirms the
classification of the King Rail which is already on Schedule 1, the List of Wildlife Species at Risk. This species will thus remain on
the List as Endangered and activities will continue to be undertaken in a manner consistent with the purposes, and according to
the timelines identified in, the Species at Risk Act.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This large member of the rail family is associated with marshes of
various description – especially those that are large and relatively complex. Its breeding range extends from southern Ontario
through much of the eastern U.S. In Canada, precise information on the population size, population trend, and breeding
distribution of this rare and secretive species is somewhat limited. Nevertheless, the best available evidence indicates that the
Canadian population remains small (fewer than 100 individuals). The major threat is degradation of high-quality marsh habitats
across its range.

Occurrence: Ontario

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment
Minister responsible for the Parks Canada Agency

Applicable federal legislation: This species is protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. When the species is
found within national parks of Canada or other lands administered by the Parks Canada Agency, it is protected or managed
under the Canada National Parks Act or through measures or management tools available to the Parks Canada Agency under
other legislation. Where it occurs in a National Wildlife Area this species is subject to the Wildlife Area Regulations under the
Canada Wildlife Act, which prohibits activities that could be harmful to species and to their habitat, unless a permit is issued
indicating the permitted activity.

Conservation activities underway: A National Recovery Team has been put in place for this species. A recovery strategy for
the King Rail (Rallus elegans) has been posted as proposed on the SAR Public Registry.


