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Common Name: Bicknell's Thrush
Scientific Name: Catharus bicknelli

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Threatened

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of the Environment will forward
the COSEWIC assessment of the Bicknell's Thrush to the Governor in Council within three months. The Minister of Environment
will consult with the governments of Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Aboriginal peoples, stakeholders, and the public
on whether or not the Bicknell's Thrush should be added to the List of Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at
Risk Act as Threatened .

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This species has one of the most restricted breeding ranges among
the forest birds of North America. It inhabits the forests of montane and cool coastal zones, as well as high elevation regenerating
forests over 600m in Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and the northeastern United States. It winters in the Greater Antilles,
where the bulk of its population appears to be in the Dominican Republic. Despite the difficulty to adequately monitor the species,
all the available indices on trends point to significant declines in population and area of occupancy. Preliminary results from the
Maritimes Breeding Bird Atlas project suggest a 40% decline in the area occupied over the last three generations, while the High
Elevation Landbirds Program suggests more dramatic declines in the same regions. Recent surveys in Quebec also indicate
declines in some locations. While reasons for the decline are unclear, habitat loss on the wintering grounds, management
practices such as pre-commercial thinning in regenerating forests and climate change are leading to a reduction of suitable
high-elevation habitat.

Occurrence: Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Environment
Minister responsible for the Parks Canada Agency

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
Quebec
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia

Applicable federal legislation: This species is protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994. When the species is
found within national parks of Canada or other lands administered by the Parks Canada Agency, it is protected or managed
under the Canada National Parks Act or through measures or management tools available to the Parks Canada Agency under
other legislation. , Where it occurs in a National Wildlife Area this species is subject to the Wildlife Area Regulations under the
Canada Wildlife Act, which prohibits activities that could be harmful to species and to their habitat, unless a permit is issued
indicating the permitted activity.

http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/sar/listing/listing_e.cfm

