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Common Name: Quillback Rockfish
Scientific Name: Sebastes maliger

Status assessment by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC): Threatened

How the Minister of the Environment intends to respond to the assessment: The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans will
undertake consultations with the government of British Columbia, Aboriginal peoples, stakeholders, and the public on whether or
not the Quillback Rockfish should be added to the List of Wildlife Species at Risk (Schedule 1) under the Species at Risk Act as
Threatened. The Minister of the Environment will forward the COSEWIC assessment of the Quillback Rockfish to the Governor
in Council upon completion of consultations.

Once a species has been assessed by COSEWIC, further steps must be undertaken before it is added to Schedule 1 of the
Species at Risk Act. For more information on this process, please view The Species Listing Process Under SARA.

Reason(s) for status designation provided by COSEWIC: This species is part of an inshore rockfish complex, with 95% of
commercial catch records occurring between 14 and 143m depth. Maximum recorded age is 95 years, age at 50% maturity is 11
years and generation time is over 30 years. No overall estimate of decline is possible, however all survey indices have declined,
some by 50-75% since the mid-1980s. Commercial catch per unit effort indices show inconsistent trends and are probably
affected by changes in fishing practices. Commercial and recreational fisheries are the principal threats, however, commercial
fishing pressure has been reduced as a result of strengthened management regimes established in the mid-1990s, including
introduction of closed areas and decrease in commercial harvest quotas. Management measures for recreational fisheries (bag
limits) do not restrict catches and the impact of such catches on the species is less understood.

Occurrence: Pacific Ocean

Competent Minister(s):
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

Province(s) and territory (territories) to be consulted:
British Columbia

Applicable federal legislation: Fisheries are managed and fish habitat is protected under the Fisheries Act.

Conservation activities underway: Quillback Rockfish are managed by Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and Individual Vessel
Quotas (IVQs) for an aggregate of rockfish species which also includes Copper, China and Tiger Rockfishes. TACs for Quillback
Rockfish were reduced steadily in the 1990s, with a substantial reduction between 2001 and 2002. In 2002, catch restrictions,
fishery monitoring, stock assessment programs, and Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs) were established through the
development of DFO’s Rockfish Conservation Strategy. DFO’s Rockfish Conservation Strategy is designed to alleviate further
rockfish population declines. Within RCAs, inshore rockfish are protected from all mortality associated with recreational and
commercial fisheries. Harvest restrictions outside the RCAs have also been enacted to assist in the rebuilding of Quillback
Rockfish populations. Complete 100 percent monitoring on all commercial groundfish fishing trips has also been put in place to
record fishing activity, monitor at-sea releases, location, date and time. Effective monitoring and accurate catch reporting are
integral to resource management, enforcement of fisheries rules and the development of effective management plans. Monitoring
of all catch, both landed and at sea releases is critical to sustainable fisheries management. At-sea monitoring encourages
responsible fishing and provides information supportive of Canada’s international obligations for fisheries.

http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/sar/listing/listing_e.cfm

